Students for a Free Tibet UK

BASE CAMP BANNER

On Wednesday April 25™ 2007 at
roughly 9am, the clouds cleared
from the summit of the world’s
tallest mountain. This clear sky
meant everything to the group of
five SFT activists out of breath on
Everest base camp (Qomolongma
in Tibetan) that morning.

It meant that their long slog in
freezing temperatures and scarce
oxygen was not in vain. It justified
their journey halfway across the
world to one of the most remote
spots on the globe. It meant their
direct action condemning the
Chinese Communist Party’s use of
the Olympics to legitimise their
oppressive policies could be filmed
with the sacred mountain of
Qomolongma  visible in the
background. It was proof that
their historic actions were on
Tibetan soil.

What they did was simple — two
people held a banner that read,
‘One World, One Dream: Free
Tibet” while Tenzin Dorjee, a
Tibetan-American, lit a symbolic
torch for the freedom of the
Tibetan people and sang the
Tibetan national anthem.

For China, the Olympics is a
passport to acceptance as a big
player on the world stage. By
deliberately planning to run the
torch through Tibet and Taiwan,
China is saying to the world ‘Look,

these places belong to China. No
problems here!” During April part
of China’s Olympics team were at
base-camp conducting a trial-run
of the torch up to the summit.
The day after the action, the
International Olympics Committee
was due to announce their
acceptance of Beijing’s proposed
torch route. To cap it all off April
25" is the Panchen Lama’s
birthday.

As a result of SFT’s protest, media
across the world were talking not
about China and the Olympics but
about Tibetan freedom and when
the activists would be released
from temporary detention.

“l am so happy to have seen my
country for the first time,"” said
Tenzin Dorjee, the first known
Tibetan exile to have returned to
Tibet in order to protest for
independence. “I am more
confident than ever before that
Tibet will be free.”

Watching the footage of this
action those of us involved in the
Tibetan cause around the world
wonder how long it has been since
the words of the Tibetan national
anthem have been sung openly in
that land where they belong.

lain Thom (SFT national
coordinator

freedom and independence. We raise political, economic, environmental, and social
issues that affect Tibetans living in Tibet and in exile to the government and the
public in the UK. As a network of young people around the world, we campaign for the
fundamental right of Tibetans to independence. We believe that young people can and
must take responsibility to change our world for the better.

Students for a Free Tibet (SFT) UK
works in solidarity with the Tibetan
people to achieve their quest for




